SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT IN ENGLISH
Project title: LIFE TRANSFERT
« Réinforcement and conservation of  Lesser Kestrel populations in Aude (FR) and Extrémadure (ES).»

Objectives
The European population of the lesser kestrel has diminished by 90 % since the middle of the 19th century. At present, the Spanish population is about 12 000 couples. Its status has lately improved thanks to a high legal protection and programmes of reintroduction. However, the conservation of the species in this country suffers from a lack of projects concerning the management of feeding habitats and the rehabilitation of urban nesting sites. In France, the population which, in the past, was spread out over more than 12 different sites is now very limited, isolated in 3 breeding areas (Crau : 98 couples – Hérault : 14 couples – Aude : 2 couples). For this reason, it is very fragile.

The aim of the project is the conservation and the improvement of the status of the lesser kestrel population in two ZPS in France (Aude)  and one in Spain (Extremadura) thanks to a French-Spanish international collaboration based on an exchange of competence. 

In France, the actions planned follow the French conservation plan approved in 2001. First, we will release chicks bred in captivity in the DEMA Spanish centre in order to start the development of a viable population of at leasr 10 nesting couples in the Lower Aude plain. The reinforcing of the population will benefit from the 15-year-long experience of the DEMA centre in captivity breeding and reintroduction programmes, thus raising the success rate of this action. In Spain, the colony in Almendralejo (Extremadura) is settled on the church of the Purificacion which is the only urban ZPS for this species. It gathers 80 nesting couples and has expanded greatly since the beginning of the 90's as a result of DEMA installing nesting boxes. The aim of the operation planned on this colony is to improve its status through three means : rehabilitating the nesting sites to prevent the chicks from falling off the church roof, acquiring knowledge on the biology of the species' breeding in urban areas, informing the public.

The management of feeding habitats is also a major factor for this colonial and insectivorous species. In the French Crau plain, the  knowledge acquired in the context of a previous LIFE (LIFE97NAT/F/004119)  will allow the LPO FIR mission to write a guide for habitat management and feeding habitats favourable to the species. The Aude and Almendralejo colonies are both located in the heart of wine regions (vineyards, Mediterranean scrub, olive-tree plantations, garrigues…). The maintenance of these habitats is most important throughout the Mediterranean region, especially for species that feed on large insects. These two colonies will benefit from the knowledge acquired in the Crau Plain. In Almendralejo, DEMA will make a guide on habitat management and the LPO in Aude will carry out two experimental management operations on the Aude reinforcing site and they will write the habitat management guide. 

Actions and means involved

Actions common to the two sites :

· Installation of nesting sites.

· The identification and the reduction of causes of mortality and disturbance in the nesting grounds and wintering grounds through surveillance, management and communication programs.

· Study of the colonies to know the biology of reproduction of the species and their population dynamics.

· Acquisition of data (feeding habits, use of habitat, food availability, local farming practices, toxicological analyses) in order to write the guide of habitat management favourable to the species.

· Information of local publics through meetings, guided visits and teaching with the help of videos and various displays.

French particularities :

· Reintroduction of the chicks born in captivity in accordance with the feasability study carried out in 2002 and confirmed by the CNPN. This reinforcing of the population will be made up of three phases : an effort to inform the public in the Aude area about the project, a release phase, a follow up of the reintroduction phase.

· Setting up of a French centre of captivity breeding with the technical support of DEMA

· Identification of sites favourable to the reintroduction in order to repeat the operation.

· Experiments management operations on two habitats.

Spanish particularities :

· Production of chicks bred in captivity at the DEMA centre.

· Training of a technician who will be in charge of the French breeding centre.

Expected results

1)-Preservation of  breeding colonies. Improvement and conservation of the birds' hunting grounds. 2)-Creation of  a population of at least 10 couples in the Aude department. 3)-Reduction of mortality causes  during the breeding and wintering periods. 4)-Continuation and valorization of  the actions. 5)-Mutual acquisition of data for the conservation of the lesser kestrel and its nesting and food habitats. 

